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Cover Illustration   

Flying Without Wings 
By Dr. Tan Li Peng, Universiti Kelantan Malaysia, Malaysia 
 

This photograph captures the slender pigeon louse (Columbicola sp.), which is born without wings, unlike typical winged insects. 
Nevertheless, they have found a way to “fly” through the world. These tiny parasites are perfectly adapted to co-exist with just four species 
of pigeons. Their lives are intricately linked to their hosts, yet their reach is vast, spanning every continent except Antarctica. Even the tiniest 
wingless creatures can thrive globally through their hosts, showcasing resilience, adaptation, and the power of co-evolution. 
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